
One of the world’s foremost authorities on the African elephant, Iain 
Douglas-Hamilton made the first in-depth scientific stuffy of elephant 
social behavior in Tanzania’s Lake Manyara National Park, aged 23. 
During the 1970’s he investigated the status of elephants and alerted 
the world to the ivory poaching holocaust. He chronicled how Africa’s 
elephant population was halved between 1979 and 1989 and helped 
bring about the world ivory trade ban. Iain serves on the data review 
task force of the African Elephant Specialist Group of IUCN and the 
Technical Advisory Group for MIKE. As well as managing STE’s various 
scientific programs, he conducts regular lecture tours and works with 
the media to promote STE’s mission and awareness of elephants in 
general. 
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