
Summertime and the living is…green!

1. KEEPING COOL
Before switching on the energy-guzzling air conditioner, turn on a fan, pull down the shades, and plant shade trees on the south and 
west sides of  your house to keep it cool.

2. YARD SALE SEASON
Buying and selling used stuff  at a yard sale is a great way to reduce, reuse, and recycle.

3. WISER WATERING
Use water collected from your roof  in a rain barrel to water your plants, and water them early in the morning to limit evaporation.

4. MAKE THE GRASS GREENER
Using a gas-powered lawn mower for an hour produces as much pollution as driving a car for four hours. Go green and burn calories, 
not gas, with a push mower.

5. GREEN GARDENING
Instead of  using toxic chemicals, protect your garden from bugs with natural repellents such as garlic, onion, and marigolds, and 
nurture them with organic mulch and compost.

6. PLANET-FRIENDLY PICNIC
Pack your picnic basket with reusable dishes, cloth napkins, seasonal produce from a local farmer’s market, and natural bug repellent 
made with lemon eucalyptus oil.

7. FUN IN THE SUN
Splash around in a natural lake or pond rather than a water-hogging, chemically-treated swimming pool. Use a mineral-based sun 
block, such as zinc oxide, instead of  a chemical sunscreen to keep the water clean.

8. A NATURAL VACATION
You don’t need to travel far to find a great place to hike, bike, or fly a kite! Playing outside enhances our connection to nature. Offset 
any carbon emissions your travel does produce at www.carbonfund.org or www.terrapass.com. 

9. ECO-CAMPING
Only camp in designated areas, take all your trash with you, and invest in eco-friendly camping gear such as crank or shakable 
flashlights and sleeping bags made from recycled plastic bottles.

10. GOLFING GREENER
Green up your golfing by walking instead of  driving a cart, using biodegradable golf  balls,
and patronizing golf  courses that are working to minimize their environmental impact.
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