Halloween can be spooky and fun, but it doesn’t have to be scary for the environment.
Here are some tips for having fun this Halloween the green way.

Make costumes out of old clothes, trade last year's costumes with friends, or purchase your costume at a
second-hand shop.

Pass on the vinyl masks—they emit toxic fumes. Paint your face instead using homemade face paint: Mix
3 tablespoons of corn starch, % cup of light corn syrup, 1 tablespoon of flour, 2 cup of cold water, and a
couple of drops of food coloring.

Make your jack o’lantern from an organic pumpkin bought at a local famer’'s market and light it up with
beeswax or soy candles, which burn cleaner than traditional candles. Then roast the seeds for a healthy
snack.

Use a reusable cloth trick-or-treat bag, or even just a pillowcase.

Trick-or-treat in a safe neighborhood where you can walk from house to house instead of having to drive.

Light your way with a flashlight that uses rechargeable batteries, or better yet, one you can crank or
shake to light.

Light the path to your front door with luminaries made by nailing holes in empty tin cans. Switch out your
incandescent porch light for an energy-efficient compact fluorescent bulb or LED light, or even better,
burn candles instead.

Sit on your front porch to hand out treats instead of opening and closing the door, which wastes energy.

Give out organic candy—yes, they make organic lollipops, chocolates, and even gummi bears!—which
can be purchased online or at natural food stores, or go with an even healthier option like granola bars
or raisins.

Compost your pumpkin instead of throwing it in the trash. Go ahead and smash it first—it will help start
the decomposition process.
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