10 Ways to ‘- Gree™ for the Holidays!

"Tis the season for decking the halls, giving gifts, and getting together with

family and friends. Celebrate the holidays the green way with these tips.

1. GREEN GREETINGS

Americans send 750 million greeting cards every year. Cut down on paper waste by emailing your
holiday wishes or making your own cards out of those you received last year.

2. TRIMMING A TREE FOR WILDLIFE

Instead of cutting down a tree to bring inside and trim with tinsel and garland, decorate a
live tree in your yard with strings of popcorn and cranberries for wildlife to eat.

3. DON'T TRASH YOUR TREE

If you do want an indoor tree, consider one from an organic tree farm. When it’s
time to take out the tree, have it mulched to use in your spring garden instead of
adding to the 10 million Christmas trees that end up in landfills every year.

4. THE RIGHT LIGHTS

Use energy-saving light-emitting diode (LED) holiday lights instead of tradi-
tional light bulbs, as well as a timer that automatically turns them off at
night in case you forget to do it before going to bed.

5. GIVE GREEN

Forget the boxes and bows and give experiences, such as tickets to a ball
game or the Zoo, instead of “stuff”, or support a cause. For example,
ADOPT an animal at the Zoo in your child’s name (Go to

www.cincinnatizoo.org, click on Support the Zoo, then click on ADOPT.)

6. PUT THOSE CEREAL BOXES TO USE

If you do package your gifts, use empty cereal boxes instead of
buying new boxes to save trees and money.

7. RIBBONS, WRAPPING PAPER, AND WASTE
Recycle old maps, newspapers, and paper bags as gift wrap. If
every family did this instead of using wrapping paper for just

three presents, it would save enough paper to cover 45,000
football fields.

8. RIDE-SHARING
Traveling out of town to visit family? Share the ride with
others going your way to reduce CO2 emissions and save
money. Connect with people at www.erideshare.com.

9. CLEANER CANDLES

Light up your advent ring, menorah, or kinara with beeswax
or soy candles, which burn cleaner than traditional candles.

10. HEALTHY GOBBLING
Go organic for holiday dinners that are healthy for you and

CINCINNATI ZOO & the environment. Order your organic turkey or ham early to
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ensure that you have it in time.




